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Higher Ground: 
Journey to Justice Introduction

 

The purpose of this manual is to assist you in your spiritual journey. Our intent is to facili-

-

tice.  In creating this manual, we have immersed ourselves in the study of Scripture and our 

the struggle for all types of relational justice: social, economic, racial, and international.  The 

people.  

challenging homophobia is part of the 

the Beloved Community.

 

Dr. Sylvia Rhue

You will also note that materials are included for you to sign up for social justice ministries. 

Senior Director of Theological 

Research and Constituency

Development 

Renewing Christianity



CHAPTER ONE

 

Entering the Conversation: 

The Practice of Holy Listening



2 CHAPTER ONE Entering the Conversation: The Practice of Holy Listening

In Christ there is no East or West,
In Him no South or North; 
But one great fellowship of love
Through out the whole wide earth.

In Him shall true hearts everywhere

His service is the golden cord
Close binding human kind.

Join hands, disciples of the faith,
What e’vr your race may be!
Who serves my Father as a son
Is truly ken to me.

In Christ now meet both Eats and West,
In Him meet South and North;
All Christly souls are one in him
Throughout the whole wide earth.1 

1   Lift Every Voice and Sing II: An African-American Hymnal, (New York: Church Publishing 1993) 62
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elcome to the Higher Ground: Journey to Justice Christian 

Education curriculum.  This curriculum is meant to pro-

the larger church community.  

-

receiving the perspective of another, especially when one has a 

-

holy listening.  

and is invested in the movement of love we call Christianity, 

we rely on our understanding of Scripture and the decisions of 

confronted with a situation in which a sustained crisis erupts in 

occurs, Christians typically divide into at least two camps.  One 

new way does not neatly match what our current understand-

-

way and relies on the current reading of Scripture and tradition 

in order to ground that opposition.  

This type of crisis is really an issue of communal discernment 

IHS:  An ancient monogram for the name 

three letters, thus IHC.  When transliter-
ated into Latin script IHC become IHS.  The 
monogram adorns many older churches in 
windows, stone work, and on communion 
tables.   
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-

us separated and isolated from each other so that those who were deemed corrupted would not 

spiritually virtuous.   

as they were

of Christianity were the only Christians, their understanding of Scripture and tradition was that 

-

as they were

-



CHAPTER ONE Entering the Conversation: The Practice of Holy Listening 5

uncanny?  It is the type of conversation where you wonder if something more is happening on 

-

as they were

vision.  

Peter went up on the roof to pray.  He became hungry and wanted some-
thing to eat; and while it was being prepared, he fell into a trance.  He 
saw the heaven opened and something like a large sheet coming down, 
being lowered to the ground by its four corners.  In it were all kinds of 
four-footed creatures and reptiles and birds of the air.  Then he heard a 
voice saying, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.”  But Peter said, “By no means, 
Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is profane or unclean.”  The 
voice said to him again, a second time, “What God has made clean, you 
must not call profane.”  This happened three times, and the thing was 
suddenly taken up to heaven.  Now while Peter was greatly puzzled 
about what to make of the vision that he had seen.

him through a new level of consciousness.  So when emissaries of a local Roman military com-

hear what he had to say.  
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agrees to visit Cornelius.  

While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, 
“Look, three men are searching for you.  Now get up, go down, and go 
with them without hesitation; for I have sent them.”  So Peter went down 
to the men and said, “I am the one you are looking for; what is the reason 
for your coming?”  They answered, “Cornelius, a centurion, an upright 
and God-fearing man, who is well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, 
was directed by a holy angel to send for you to come to his house and 
to hear what you have to say.”  So Peter invited them in and gave them 
lodging. The next day he got up and went with them, and some of the 
believers from Joppa accompanied him.  The following day they came 
to Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his 
relatives and close friends.  On Peter’s arrival Cornelius met him, and 
falling at his feet, worshiped him.  But Peter made him get up, saying, 
“Stand up; I am only a mortal.”  And as he talked with him, he went in 
and found that many had assembled; and he said to them, “You your-
selves know that it is unlawful for a Jew to associate with or to visit a 
Gentile; but God has shown me that I should not call anyone profane or 
unclean.  So when I was sent for, I came without objection.”

-

to dialogue.  

-
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as they are

The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that 
the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 
for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God.  Then Peter 
said, “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who 
have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?”  So he ordered them to be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.  Then they invited him to stay for 
several days.

have fellowship with.  

-

with the Other.  

-

-

-

-
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-

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the 
Gentiles had also accepted the word of God.  So when Peter went up 
to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, saying, “Why did 
you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?”  Then Peter began to 
explain it to them, step by step, saying, “I was in the city of Joppa pray-
ing, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large 
sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and 
it came close to me.  As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, 
beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air.  I also heard a voice saying 
to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’  But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for 
nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’  But a second 
time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you 
must not call profane.’  This happened three times; then everything was 
pulled up again to heaven.  At that very moment three men, sent to me 
from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were.  The Spirit told me to 
go with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These 
six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house.  He 
told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, 
‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a 
message by which you and your entire household will be saved.’  And as 
I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at 
the beginning.  And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, 
‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’  

If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?”  When they 
heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God 
has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”  

listening when the participants in the conversation are within the Church.  In this situation, those 
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-

this point the practice of holy listening in the Church community was successful.  

-

-

is where we see another demonstration of holy listening within the Christian community.  

The apostles and the elders met together to consider this matter.  After 
there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “My broth-
ers, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that 
I should be the one through whom the Gentiles would hear the message 
of the good news and become believers.  And God, who knows the hu-
man heart, testified to them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he did 
to us; and in cleansing their hearts by faith he has made no distinction 
between them and us.  Now therefore why are you putting God to the test 
by placing on the neck of the disciples a yoke that neither our ancestors 
nor we have been able to bear?  On the contrary, we believe that we will 
be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.”  The whole 
assembly kept silence, and listened to Barnabas and Paul as they told 
of all the signs and wonders that God had done through them among 
the Gentiles.  After they finished speaking, James replied, “My brothers, 
listen to me.  Simeon has related how God first looked favorably on the 
Gentiles, to take from among them a people for his name.  This agrees 
with the words of the prophets, as it is written, ‘After this I will return, 
and I will rebuild the dwelling of David, which has fallen; from its ruins 
I will rebuild it, and I will set it up, so that all other peoples may seek the 
Lord— even all the Gentiles over whom my name has been called. Thus 
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says the Lord, who has been making these things known from long ago.’  

Therefore I have reached the decision that we should not trouble those 
Gentiles who are turning to God, but we should write to them to abstain 
only from things polluted by idols and from fornication and from what-
ever has been strangled and from blood.  For in every city, for generations 
past, Moses has had those who proclaim him, for he has been read aloud 
every sabbath in the synagogues.”

-

as they are.  

-

eternal salvation in jeopardy.    

are in conversation with Christians who have not had the chance to witness the same phenomena 
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larger church and to the world and especially in their romantic partnerships.  In the process of 

Thus as you are invited into this conversation, we ask you to enter into the practice of holy 

listening.  

Questions:

your role in the conversation, the witness or the skeptic? 

take action that his current understanding of Scripture would not have permitted.  If you were in 

Scripture or Tradition?   



CHAPTER TWO

 

Spiritual Authority: 

The Wisdom of God
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There is a Balm in Gilead2

Refrain: 
There is a balm in Gilead, 
to make the wounded whole, 
there is a balm in Gilead, 
to heal the sin-sick soul. 
There is a balm in Gilead, 
to make the wounded whole, 
there is a balm in Gilead, 
to heal the sin-sick soul. 
 
Sometimes I feel discouraged, 
and think my work’s in vain, 
but then the Holy Spirit 
revives my soul again. Refrain 
 
If you cannot preach like Peter, 
if you cannot pray like Paul, 
you can tell the love of Jesus, 
and say, “He died for all.” Refrain

2 The Hymnal 1982 According to the use of the Episcopal Church (New York: Church Publishing Incorporated 1985)  
(found at http://www.oremus.org/hymnal/t/t429.html) (accessed 3/24/08).



CHAPTER TWO Spiritual Authority: The Wisdom of God 15

H
Christians, we seek to actively discover that meaning and how 

-

-

-

created some of the most impassioned and enrapturing musical 

-

3

Cross and Crown:  This symbol represents 
Christianity’s understanding of the intrinsic 
connection between perseverance though 
suffering and the attainment of honor and 
moral power.  It is a visual depiction of Phi-
lippians 2:5-13.

3 Even though many churches have not gotten to the point of directly engaging this question, some Christian communities are doing 
so.  The Society of Saint John the Evangelist, an order of Episcopalian monks in Cambridge, Massachusetts, recently offered a spiritual 
retreat for gay men to investigate this question. 
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There is a moral authority that we have dared to stand on as an African 
American people. There is an authority that we have dared to stand on 
as women. But when it comes to our sexual orientation that we are still a 
little mealy mouthed. We’re still a little mealy mouthed. Because there is 
something deep within our psyche because of the way that we continue 
to be treated that is making too many of us question whether or not God 
really does in fact, love us equally. That creates a profound sense of no-
bodiness.

change the purpose of the Church from an ever-perfecting Beloved Community, in which people 

are honored in their authenticity, to a dominion of social power where people are accepted on the 

condition of wearing a mask. Such a degradation of the Church results in a poisoning of the well 

capricious, precarious and in the end utterly insincere. Furthermore, it creates the seeds of a chain 

and is an articulation of a practical path toward Church as Beloved Community in regards to the 

love others through in -

 

-

dynamic as their unashamed nakedness. In other words they did not have the instinct or need to 

protect themselves physically or emotionally from each other. 
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 Thus, the correct understanding of the verse is a proph-

in order to get what they want and need from each other. The prophesy is warning that human-

they needed to cover their nakedness. That is they understood they needed to protect themselves 

from each other. 

In other words, the story is telling us that our sense of duality and otherness in regards to our 

-

tion that they

call masculine and feminine personality traits in human nature.  In other words, the story is in 

perceived each other as man and woman, as opposites in a dualistic structure, that is, one was 

now not the other.  Thus, this sense of duality entered human social consciousness as a sense of 

4 This construction of “desire and rule” appears again in the next chapter of Genesis in the story of Cain and Abel.  There God tells Cain, 
“sin is lurking at the door; its desire is for you, but you must master it.”  The Hebrew words for “desire” and for “rule”/“master” in 
Genesis 3:16 and 4:6 are the same respectively. The Interlinear Bible: Hebrew, Greek, English, Sr. General Editor and Translator Jay P. 
Green, (Peabody, Mass.: Henderson Publishers, 1986); Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible, Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary 
(Iowa Falls, Iowa: Riverside Book and Bible House) (word numbers 8669 and 4910 for “desire” and “rule” respectively).
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gender complementarity,

-

trol others in order to have access to their resources and to determine their fate is what we call 

root of evil in this world. Rather it is within our interpersonal relationships and particularly our 

to use violence and coercion to get what we think we need. The imperialism that leads nations to 

particular resonance: If we can lay down our imperial ways in our intimate relationships and in 

we can very well change the world. 

By placing our intimate relationships at the center of the struggle against relational evil, that is, 

core of the struggle against relational evil. Indeed it is through this conversation that a practical 

foundations of gender complementarity, the set of social and cultural norms that script the lives of 
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-

-

-

of gender complementarity as a social construction, a mask of performance that suppresses our 

conscious decision as to how 

contravene, if not entirely reject, the paradigm of gender-complementarity as a legitimate social 

gender-complementarity that relationship is usually a critical and wary one as they many times 

possess a special awareness of its cruelty and inauthenticity. 

-

-

imperial desire. 

-

-
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Does not wisdom call, and does not understanding raise her voice? On 
the heights, beside the way, at the crossroads she takes her stand; beside 
the gates in front of the town, at the entrance of the portals she cries out. 
… Happy is the one who listens to me, watching daily at my gates, wait-
ing beside my doors. For whoever finds me finds life and obtains favor 
from the Lord.

-

to the society and the systems of worldly power. It follows then, since we are made in the image 

-

derstanding and awareness that occurs when one is set apart.  

-

duce artists, playwrights, singers, preachers, professors and a whole range of ordinary folks that 
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For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness 
is stronger than human strength. Consider your own call, brothers and 
sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were 
powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish 
in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world 
to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, 
things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are. He is the source 
of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God

-

-

-

-

-

ence of organic egalitarianism: the dynamic of two people seeking to live authentically in community with 

each other.
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 It mani-

-

as a gift to help people recover that gift.

for their social, political and spiritual rights, they are not simply struggling for their own ends 

everyone. 

This calling is 



CHAPTER THREE

 

Wisdom’s Reply:

Our Gifts to the Church  
and to the Community
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When I Get to Heaven Gonna Sing and Shout,
Be Nobody There to Put Me Out

My God done just what He said 
He healed the sick and He raised the dead. 
When I get to heaven gonna sing and shout 
Ain’t nobody there gonna put me out
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I -

-

mate relationship. That healing practice is that of organic egali-

tarianism. This practice is in contrast to the system of gender 

curse of relational imperialism. 

-

-

 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This 
is the greatest and first commandment. And a sec-
ond is like it: You shall love your neighbor as your-
self. On these two commandments hang all the law 
and the prophets.”

Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their broth-
ers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a 
brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love 
God whom they have not seen. The commandment 
we have from him is this: those who love God must 
love their brothers and sisters also. 

IC XC NIKA:  The Greek abbreviation for 
Jesus and Christ over the Greek word for 
victory.  The words placed in the quadrants 
of a cross symbolize Jesus’ victory over 
death and worldly power represented by 
the cross.



26 CHAPTER THREE Wisdom’s Reply: Our Gifts to the Church and to the Community

-

relationship as meeting that standard. 

-

relationships.

When David had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was 
bound to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. 
Saul took him that day and would not let him return to his father’s 
house. Then Jonathan made a covenant with David, because he loved 
him as his own soul. Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that he was 
wearing, and gave it to David, and his armor, and even his sword and 
his bow and his belt. 

create, who are romantically drawn two each other: an organic egalitarianism. 
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-

necessity of this covenant. 

-

ers of his rank, authority and privilege and even his protective armor and weapons and gave 

-

I am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan; greatly beloved were you to 
me; your love to me was wonderful, passing the love of women.

-

what loving another as your self can look like.  
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And they lifted up their voice, and wept again: and Orpah kissed her mother in law; but 
Ruth clave unto her. And she said, Behold, thy sister in law is gone back unto her people, 
and unto her gods: return thou after thy sister in law. And Ruth said,

Entreat me not to leave thee,
 or to return from following after thee: 
For whither thou goest, I will go; 
 And where thou lodgest, I will lodge: 
Thy people shall be my people, 
 And thy God my God:
Where thou diest, will I die, 
 And there will I be buried: 
The LORD do so to me, and more also, 
 If ought but death part thee and me.

-
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peer more deeply into the meaning of organic egalitarianism. 

The primary spiritual value of organic egalitarianism is the practice of authentic living in com-

munity.  Organic egalitarianism is the rejection of social hierarchy and coercive management of 

-

-

people to support the authenticity and personal spiritual growth.  Thus, under organic egali-

tarianism the process of decision making in the relationship values communication, a genuine 

their relationship according to what authentically matches each person’s personality and desires.  In con-

trast, gender complementarity demands that the couple primarily look to the gender scripts each 

in the relationship that conform the people to those scripts which in many cases are completely 

unrelated to each person’s authentic personality and desires.  

authority to make these decisions and who will perform which functions in the relationship is 

in the relationship the person of the other gender has a stronger desire to perform that role or is 

in which the male partner discovers as profound desire to take a more active role in the rearing 

of children to the point of perhaps working part time or even staying home may discover seri-
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-

gender complementarity. 

-

is that same-gender couples must co-create how their relationship will function and how it will 

-

authenticity.

-

-

co-creation supports a relational ethic of reciprocity in support for personal and spiritual 

development.

in their relationships, the relational areas within each of those relationships that are typically 

-

is necessary if the couple is to actively co-create their relationship according to a framework that 

is interior to the relationship, one that they develop themselves through effective and mutually 

empathic communication.  
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-

-

-

doning gender complementarity in favor of organic egalitarianism provides a path to the kind of 

to each other in our domestic life

-

It is in fact a great consolation in this life to have someone to whom you can be united in 
the intimate embrace of the most sacred love; in whom your spirit can rest; to whom you 
can pour out your soul; in whose delightful company, as in a sweet consoling song, you 
can take comfort in the midst of sadness; in whose most welcome friendly bosom you can 
find peace in so many worldly setbacks; to whose loving heart you can open as freely as 
you would to yourself your innermost thoughts; through whose spiritual kisses—as by 
some medicine—you are cured of the sickness of care and worry; who weeps with you 
in sorrow, rejoices with you in joy, and wonders with you in doubt; whom you draw by 
the fetters of love into that inner room of your soul, so that though the body is absent, 
the spirit is there, and you can confer all alone, the more secretly, the more delightfully; 
with whom you can rest, just the two of you, in the sleep of peace away from the noise 
of the world, in the embrace of love, in the kiss of unity, with the sweetness of the Holy 
Spirit flowing over you; to whom you so join and unite yourself that you mix soul with 
soul, and the two become one. 5

-

tween two spiritually-inclined male friends?6 Do you think the image the Saint paints of a fully recip-

rocal relationship is easier to imagine as a same-gender or opposite gender relationship? If so why? 

-

5 Saint Aelred of Rievaulx, De Speculo Caritatis 3:109-10 found in Aelredi Rievallenis Opera Omnia (I) edited by A Hoste and H Talbot 
in Corpus Christianorum Continuatio Mediaevali (Turnhout: Brepols 1971), translated in John Boswell, Christianity, Social Tolerance 
and Homosexuality: Gay People in Western Europe from the Beginning of the Christian Era to the Fourteenth Century (Chicago: 
The University of Chicago Press 1980) page 225-26; see also, Aelred of Rievaulx, The Mirror of Charity, trans. by Elizabeth Connor 
(Kalamazoo, Michigan: Cistercian Publications 1990) Book III, Chap 39, Section 109-10; pages 298-99.

6 Saint Aelred is writing to the community of monk that he leads. Thus, when he advocates his audience to follow this example or to 
adopt this kind of “friendship” he is talking to men and how they relate to other men who also are spiritual. 
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-

involved in an unscripted space.

-

authentically.

Several recent psychological studies reveals that organic egalitarianism is a real phenomenon 

past.7

in many heterosexual relationships

during the discussion to avoid escalation of hostilities. With married heterosexual couples, the re

On Parenting: 

feelings of fairness in their couple relationships compared to heterosexuals.

7 Found at http://www.alliant.edu/wps/wcm/connect/website/Home/Research+and+Public+Services /Research+Institutes/Rockway+ 
Institute/For+the+Media/Commentaries/What+Straights+Can+Learn+1-08. (accessed 3/31/08). Alliant University is the largest 
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ers often did much more childcare and housework compared to fathers, regardless of equal hours 

-

relationships.  

Questions:
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CHAPTER FOUR

 

The Gospel of Jesus  

Shatters the Closet:

Learning to Carry the Cross 



36 CHAPTER FOUR The Gospel of Jesus Shatters the Closet: Learning to Carry the Cross

I Been ‘Buked and I been Scorned8

I’ve been ‘buked an’ I’ve been scorned,
I’ve been ‘buked an’ I’ve been scorned, children;
I’ve been ‘buked an’ I’ve been scorned
I’ve been talked about, sho’s you’ born.

Dere is trouble all over dis worl’,
Dere is trouble all over dis worl’, children; 
Dere is trouble all over dis worl’,
Dere is trouble all over dis worl’.

Ain’t gwine to lay my ‘ligion down,
Ain’t gwine to lay my ‘ligion down, children; 
ain’t gwine to lay my ‘ligion down,
ain’t gwine to lay my ‘ligion down.

8 Lift Every Voice and Sing II: An African-American Hymnal, (New York: Church Publishing 1993) 195.
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Ioffering the world a model of relationship that promotes the 

the closet. That is profound. If, as someone has said, the closet 

redeems all people from the death rattle of living a lie, living 

-

-

lowing Christ should look like.

-

we call spiritual orientation, that is, our religious convictions. 

to discover that we are fundamentally attracted to one spiritual 

-

they were not raised Christian, just as most of the time parents 

orientation, spiritual orientation is only revealed through ac-

spiritual orientation, when a woman goes to church, prays in the 

orientation and spiritual orientation are internal dispositions 

Cross with Crown of Thorns:  This sym-
bol represents Jesus’ victory over the curse 
of original sin.  The crown of thorns har-
kens back to Genesis and the curse on the 
ground: that it naturally raise up thorns 
instead of useful plants.  Jesus bears those 
thorns during his passion signaling the re-
demption of humanity and creation from 
the curse. 
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those actions that would reveal that internal state. 

-

sons apply to us as Christians.  

always who we were, it is we who simply discovered it.  
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-

-

are happy with their life and who they are.  Christians can learn from coming out as we share our 

and give love.  The result is that when we do not come out we live in inauthentic relationship 

with others, we do not tell our stories which prevent people from loving us as we really are.  

-

in the world. Those closets therefore are fundamentally constructed out of lies. 

People talk about coming out coming out, like were doing something to come out. The 
only thing that coming out is, is to stop lying. Because if we didn’t have to lie about who 
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we were, it would be so self evident we wouldn’t have to come out. 

-

our lives, especially when a conversation is on a topic that makes such a comment relevant. 

You offer the Black church a progressive and prophetic and redemptive remnant of 
people who can tell the truth about who you are because so many of us in closets too: 
epistemological knowledge based (closets), there are ethical and moral closets, cultural 
and racial closets: We just provide a metaphor for the desire of blackness to escape the 
restrictions imposed on it by a society that refuses to acknowledge our humanity. When-
ever we are incapable of telling the truth about who we are we are in a closet. And the 
beauty of the gospel of Jesus is that it invites us to shatter those closets. It invites us to 
get rid of them because they are not critical to the maintenance and preservation of who 
we are as a human species. The dominant culture both within Black America and more 
broadly in mainstream has taken advantage of maintaining and preserving that defini-
tion so it can feel free and superior.

Christian community. Indeed, many people are in multiple closets depending on the group of 

come out when they face the threat of actual violence, then surely other Christians can come out 

the place where the cross of social scorn and rejection is real. 
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I Have Decided, to Follow Jesus9

I have decided, to follow Jesus,
I have decided, to follow Jesus,
I have decided, to follow Jesus,
No turning back, no turning back.

Though no one join me, still I will follow,
Though no one join me, still I will follow,
Though no one join me, still I will follow,
No turning back, no turning back!

The world behind me, the cross before me,
The world behind me, the cross before me,
The world behind me, the cross before me,
No turning back, no turning back!

One of the reasons we maintain and preserve the notion of the closet we want to feel like 
at least we above something. See what I’m saying? So gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgen-
der people becoming Black in America analogous to poor white people hating Negroes 
because ‘at least we ain’t Black. We might be po’, but at least we ain’t niggers’. And 
Black people saying ‘at least I ain’t gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, might be trying 
to fight against it, at least I ain’t in public, that way’. So symbolically we have made 
this so-called minority tradition within our community the receptacle for all of the angst 
and anxiety we experience racially. 
…
[But] part of hating gay people is hating ourselves as Black people, because lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender people have been so central of identifying us as we are, quot-
ing James Baldwin, Bayard Rustin, Audre Lourde, Barbara Smith, Angela Davis, this is 
central to who we are as a people!

-

-

essary to complete the Civil Rights Movement. Only when our community stops using internal 

9 Lift Every Voice and Sing II: An African-American Hymnal, (New York: Church Publishing 1993) 136.
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majority culture, and invest internally within the Black community to fully avail ourselves of the 

progress we have made thus far. 

The closet punishes everybody: The closet is a metaphor for the secrecy that is anti-
thetical to the movement and the liberation of the spirit. We internalize the virus of self 
hatred—purchase love at the expense of our own self recognition.

We absorb and internalize the virus of self hatred as the basis of acceptance in a com-
munity that we think loves us. So we purchase love at the expense of our own self rec-
ognition. I ain’t telling you all nothing, I’m just reminding you what you already know 
is the truth and so that’s metaphorical what Black folk have had to do in the dominant 
white society all along. This is why it’s amazing to me that heterosexual Black people 
just don’t get it. “How dare you compare us to them?” Who is us and who is them? Right? 
And in broad philosophical, technical language its Manichaeism, “us” versus “them,” as 
if there is some essential division between us and them. Who is us and them? 

Didn’t My Lord Deliver Daniel10

Refrain:
Didn’t my Lord deliver Daniel
Deliver Daniel, deliver Daniel
Didn’t my Lord deliver Daniel
An’ why not-a every man.

He delivered Daniel from the lion’s den 
An’ Jonah from de belly of de whale;

An’ why not every man. Refrain.

The win’ blows eas’ an’ de win’ blows wes’
It blows like a judg-a-ment day;
An’ every po’ soul dat never did pray ’ll
Be glad to pray dat day. Refrain.

I set my foot on de Gospel ship
An’ de ship begin to sail
It landed me over on Canaan’s shore
An’ I’ll never come back no more. Refrain.

10 Lift Every Voice and Sing II: An African-American Hymnal, (New York: Church Publishing 1993) 182.
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-

encouraged in their ministry to others. 

[T]here is so much funkiness within these mainstream religious traditions that we seek 
out those places and spaces of affirmation, your critical affirmation is but a metaphor 
for the need of all human beings to be affirmed. 

love. The defenders of rights are on a higher spiritual plane than those who would limit, curtail, 

-

willing to suffer or we would drown in the undertow of our own fears. 

To come through the struggle to the other side tends to make you stronger, wiser, more insight-
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A PRAYER: “Oh, Fix Me”

Dear Lord Jesus,

You who came to your own and your own receive you not, release me from my own internal rejection of 
the Wisdom you have formed in me. Free me from the shackles of fear that make me hesitant to run towards 
freedom that stop me from stepping out of the closets of my life into the light of day, the light of your love 
and the embrace of those you have been sent to be your hand and feet in my life. Fix my broken heart, 
O Lord, where love’s absence itself has hurt me and hate has seared me so deeply. Help me manifest my 
fullest love for humanity, with love towards my neighbor and my enemy. O Lord, as I turn to you make real 
the power of your resurrection in my life, may those places that are old be made new by your Spirit, may 
those places that are dead be made alive by your power. 
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“Sometimes I feel like a motherless child,  
a long way from home”
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In the last chapter we investigated the dynamics of the closet. 

of the person within the closet of reprisal for simply telling the 

truth and the fear of the community of facing its real sources 

of pain and suffering instead of escaping through discrimina-

tion against a smaller minority. In this chapter, we will look at 

-

edent for their pattern of interpretation: white southern slave 

It almost never fails that when people choose to live out their 

lives in authenticity that there is almost immediately resistance. 

closer inspection many discover that the people who most ar-

dently resist authenticity in others are at the core simply an-

noyed that others have stopped playing the game, the game of 

Indeed, many times people who resist authenticity in others do 

-

to go there, and so I am mad you have revealed my refusal as 

We need the affirmation you bring, we need the 
spirit you bring we need the knowledge you bring, 
we need the persistence and perseverance you bring, 
we need the love regardless of that you bring, even 
though we just trampling all over your souls ya’ll 
keep on rising from within. That’s a witness that 
warms my spirit that reminds me of why I’m doing 
this in the first place.

But you see Black people, one of the reasons I think 
were so homophobic is because our symbolic queer-
ing from the beginning we just so hypersensitive of 
anybody else who challenges our ability to meet, 
mingle and merge with the mainstream, so you 

Lamb of God: This image symbolizes Je-
sus Christ as the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world. The fact that he 

death (represented by the cross).
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come along; “you’re gay? Oh my god! You, you, you’re horrible! You a lesbian, bisexual, 
what the hell, white folk have just accepted us and you come along with your fagoli-
ciousness. 

No. No. You know. Unapologetically gay and queer and loving Jesus. You killing us! You 
out preachin’ us, out singing us, out giving us, out tithing us, out loving us, out gospel-
ling us, out embodying us, out Christianizing us. Slow down! 

And so we are scared and envious at the same time. We don’t know what to do! Oh and 
that’s the beauty! Ya’ll keep bringing that thunder! You keep bringing that love!

they, 

themselves,

-

oppression. 

to a functioning Christian faith, our 

-

-
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-

One sabbath he was going through the grainfields; and as they made their way his dis-
ciples began to pluck heads of grain. The Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they do-
ing what is not lawful on the sabbath?” And he said to them, “Have you never read what 
David did when he and his companions were hungry and in need of food? He entered 
the house of God, when Abiathar was high priest, and ate the bread of the Presence, 
which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and he gave some to his companions.” 
Then he said to them, “The sabbath was made for humankind, and not humankind for 
the sabbath; so the Son of Man is lord even of the sabbath.” 

are hungry and are doing a moderate amount of work in order to eat. Technically they are “har-

principle of interpretation. 

served

must give, for the law is the servant of humanity not the other way around. 

Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a withered hand. They 
watched him to see whether he would cure him on the sabbath, so that they might accuse 
him. And he said to the man who had the withered hand, “Come forward.” Then he said 
to them, “Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath, to save life or to kill?” But 
they were silent. He looked around at them with anger; he was grieved at their hardness 
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of heart and said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand 
was restored. The Pharisees went out and immediately conspired with the Herodians 
against him, how to destroy him.    

(Mark 3:1-6). -

-

tion to contravene it if that is what is necessary to make people whole. Something else evolved 

one sheep and it falls into a pit on 

one

a reminder to all of us to hold fast to the life of the Spirit, as it is written, “For freedom Christ has 

that held our people in slavery for four hundred years. 

Black people say “no, there’s a different thing, it’s a spirit thing inside us”. I don’t care 
what you reading, how are Black people goin’ to be literal about the bible when literacy 
was out ruled and outlawed for 150 years. How we goin’ be literal?! You couldn’t even 
read! What you literal about?

So now that same word that is the predicate that is the basis for us being enslaved we 
warred against it, we found other scriptures and we found other examples in communi-
ties and we found the witness of our spirit, we just knew that wasn’t right. Because we 
believe that God is love, love the Lord God with all thy heart mind and soul and love thy 
neighbor as yourself and if you ain’t doing that Jesus said everything else ain’t nuthin’, 
it don’t matter, it don’t count it don’t register, so that same biblical text that has been 
used to oppress us that same text that has been used to reinforce our oppression. That 
same biblical orientation used by white brothers and sisters who want to come along 
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now with their right wing evangelical co-pietists and tell Negroes why Jesus hates the 
gay people don’t give a darn about you as a Negro anyway!

-

people on the margins for people on the margins, against itself. They deployed what is called in 

-

to the philosophy of strict constructionism in law, the proto-fundamentalist interpretive system 
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-

-

ruptcy of those who use this type of interpretation:

Church writes,

No credible case against homosexuality or homosexuals can be made from the Bible un-
less one chooses to read scripture in a way that simply sustains the existing prejudice 
against homosexuality and homosexuals. The combination of ignorance and prejudice 
under the guise of morality makes the religious community, and its abuse of scripture in 
this regard, itself morally culpable.11.

-

-

-

11 Gomes, Peter J: (1996) The Good Book: Reading the Bible with Mind and Heart (New York, William Morrow).
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of good scholarly research that undermines those claims. They take those verses and use them 

I love my church. I grew up in the Church of God in Christ. I grew up in Bishop  
Samuel’s Crouch’s church.

And you couldn’t get to be a bigger name in the Pentecostal movement.

I grew up in the Mother church.

We had a whole separate building called the Temple where we hosted all the  
convocations.

I saw them–I saw the traveling evangelists come and I listened, and I listened to rhetoric 
that was killing my soul. There are no words to say what it does to the soul of a person 
to tell them that they are an abomination in the eyes of God, that their very presence 
is satanic. At least as slaves we had a purpose in the universe. But they are telling us 
that there is not even a place for gay people, for lesbians, for bisexuals, for transgender 
people in Gods universe.

Do you know what that’s like to be told you don’t have a right to exist?. Let alone have 
equality under the law in the eyes of the church.

It kills the soul and it puts us at risk, 

It puts us at risk of destructive behaviors

We struggled against apartheid in South Africa, supported by people the world over, 
because Black people were being blamed and made to suffer for something we could do 
nothing about; our very skins, wrote the prominent Church leader. “It is the same with 
sexual orientation. It is a given, 
…  

Yet, all over the world, lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people are persecuted, 
writes Archbishop Tutu. “We treat them as pariahs and push them outside our commu-
nities. We make them doubt that they too are children of God—and this must be nearly 
the ultimate blasphemy.12 

12 Bishop Tutu as quoted from “Archbishop Tutu Speaks Out on Homosexuality and WCC” Tuesday March 3rd, 1988 ACNS Posting http://
andromeda.rutgers.edu/~lcrew/tutu.html.
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If I have one word for my fellow Christians, I would ask them to keep their eyes on the 
love of Jesus and to not to confuse the Blood at Calvary with the Kool-Aid of the ho-
mophobia in America, because Kool-Aid is thin and shallow and its linked to thrashing 
other people, but the Blood, as thick as it is, is open enough for everyone and by being 
open enough for everybody it means that we have to call into question our own particu-
lar prejudices that we inherit that have nothing to do with the loving gospel of Jesus. We 
have too many Black gay brothers and lesbian sisters who are suffering because of the 
petty prejudices that lead us to lose sight of their humanity and therefore our support 
and our embrace and our welcome.13

-

people to demonstrate the courage of carrying the cross for the sake of an authentic life, to call the 

13 Except from DVD “All God’s Children” Produced by Woman Vision, 1996 Dee Mosbacher, Sylvia Rhue, Frances Reid, www.
womanvision.com.
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When We All Get to Heaven14

Sing the wondrous love of Jesus,
Sing His mercy and His grace;
In the mansions bright and blessed,
He’ll prepare for us a place.

Refrain:
When we all get to Heaven,
What a day of rejoicing that will be!
When we all see Jesus,
We’ll sing and shout the victory.

While we walk the pilgrim pathway,
Clouds will overspread the sky;
But when traveling days are over,
Not a shadow, not a sigh. Refrain.

Let us then be true and faithful,
Trusting, serving every day;
Just one glimpse of Him in glory
Will the toils of life repay; Refrain.

Onward to the prize before us!
Soon His beauty we’ll behold;
Soon the pearly gates will open;
We shall tread the streets of gold. Refrain.

14 Lift Every Voice and Sing II: An African-American Hymnal, (New York: Church Publishing 1993) 20.



CHAPTER SIX Unapologetically Queer: The Commission 57

“W
e weren’t chosen in spite of being gay,  

we were chosen because we are gay”

And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go there-
fore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey every-
thing that I have commanded you. And remember,  
I am with you always, to the end of the age.

It was a community that was for all nations, a community of 

people in heaven at the end of all things will have come from 

every nation and every language and are still, even in heaven, 

one of the core callings of the Church is to create a community 

in which a diverse group people with a diverse set of gifts and 

-

yourself. 

mission in his letters to the Corinthians and the Ephesians. In 1 

-

ferent functions, in the same way the different organs do in a 

-

PX with Alpha and Omega:  This is 
the monogram for Christ in Greek.  The X 
(Kai) is the “CH” sound and the “P” (Rho) 
is the “R” sound.  Early Christians regularly 
placed this symbol on door posts or other 
entrances to a home as protection from 
evil.  The alpha and omega symbols to the 
right and left of the PX is an optional addi-

encompassing all things. 
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-

gifts of Black people, along with the gifts of every other ethnic group, every age group, all men 

-

to offer the Church is how to have and maintain a sacramental marriage relationship. The natural 

-

Maybe the hopefulness in our community is lgbt people getting married, forming  
permanent alliances, ya’ll might be the redemption of the Black community.

-

ship with another person that is freer from gender constraints, especially at a time where gender 

under long-term stress for some time. 
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Christians need to adopt the practice of coming out as Christians, as people loyal to the cause 

of Christ: allying themselves 

within the 

Church. They show the power of engagement and love in the even when arrogance and ignorance 

We need the affirmation you bring, we need the spirit you bring we need the knowledge 
you bring, we need the persistence and perseverance you bring , we need the love re-
gardless of what you bring, even though we just trampling all over your souls ya’ll keep 
on rising from within. That’s a witness that warms my spirit that reminds me of why 
I’m doing this in the first place.
…
[When we embrace our] brothers and sisters who have to live their faith on the edge, 
same way white brothers and sisters had to look up to us during the height of the civil 
rights movement or after slavery when we had to hold onto our faith every day, now 
some Black people part of the sexual mainstream, and so we feel it necessary to throw 
off on our gay and lesbian, transgender, bisexual brothers and sisters, and that even is a 
misnomer because we know up in the church its all up in there. We ban the gay people 
and the lesbians and the transgenders, and the bisexuals , ain’t nobody going to have no 
offering, it ain’t goin’ to be no singing, and probably won’t have no preachin’. So, you 
know, I’m just saying.

people must identify and own their gifts as the grace given to them according the measure of 

drawn from them, speaking the truth in love.
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We have a lot to offer. Those of us who have managed to work through the reconcilia-
tion process deep within our souls need to take our rightful place in the larger, broader 
community of the Black church. 

And where I think it’s fine and wonderful that so many of us have started our own 
churches and our own denominations we need to do more of what were doing here to-
day. Which is stand side by side with our brethren and our clergy and say we love you. 
Can you love us? Can we al love each other here, because that is what is demanded of 
us. Jesus said that is one of the greatest commandments, that you love your neighbor as 
you love yourself.

primeval sin. 

-

is

-

diversity.
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-

harmony with the planet and its ecosystems. 

-

curriculum. 

 

passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowl-

 

15 Found in the Book of Common Prayer (1979) for the Episcopal Church USA. 
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